CHAPTER III.

AltlSTOTLE.

TITHE have just seen that in Plato, Greek Philosophy has
reached its highest point of statical excellence, the
highest point, that is to say, in the analysis of the great
factors of Nature and Life; while at the same time preserving1
unimpaired the relative hierarchy of these factors in the scale
of existence; the rwetpw or groundwork of Mutter at the*
bottom, above that, Number or the outer shape of things
above that again. Ideas, or their inner natures, and at the top
the Supreme Good itself. But as these factors have no
natural relations or connexions among themselves, and each has
a separate and independent existence of its own, it is evident
that a change taking place in any one of them would not
necessarily be followed by those correlated changes in the
others, which are involved in the conception of a sustained
and regulated evolution* For such evolution, indeed, two
things are necessary. In the first place the factors must hr
grouped in such a way that a change taking place in any ow*
member of a group, will draw after it corresponding elumgea
In the other members of the same group; and in the second
place, some more .steady and equable principle of Motion must
be supplied them, tlmn that furnished by the <Zir&pv9 of Plato,
whose movements it will be remembered were entirely deter*
mined by the haphazard pressure from without to which from